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Abstract

The Tamils of the Sangam era were a people who lived in close observation of the
power of nature and its various signals. They held a profound belief in "evil omens' (or
‘dunnimithams’) - signs that served to forewarn them of impending catastrophes, battlefield
defeats, deaths, and separations within the context of their daily domestic and public lives.
The primary objective of this paper is to examine how this concept has been documented
within Sangam literature.

This study identifies the warning omens featured in the Sangam literary anthologies,
‘Ettuthogai’ and ‘Pathupattu’. It specifically examines how the movements of animals and
birds, the chirping of lizards, planetary alignments, dreams, and natural calamities were
perceived as warning signals of impending misfortunes. This study demonstrates that the
people of the Sangam era, rather than dismissing these warnings merely as superstitions,
utilized them as a protective strategy to safeguard themselves against potential dangers. In
conclusion, this article sheds light on the nature-centric psychologica life of the Sangam
Tamils, aswell astheir strategies for managing times of grave peril.

Keywords:

Sangam Literature, Evil Omens, Portents of Misfortune, Warnings, Natural Signals,
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NHHET AFFEHOV FadbGreBUMTIHTTN. AHHOMLLTHET HESTLRHUWS
SEUTLGID, Sg  QBGUY  ghudlb  e® ‘Sw  pllSsD dars  S6S),
Breumerfl(euerla o) & @ L_6oT SwWLAL UMSISTLILTTSETTLD. eTeoT 6, QbS5
BLOLINGHm& WD 315607 el 6T(WRHS EFFNLD eT6VeV BTH S6lad LIFaNu (b S! 6T6oTeVITLD.
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&L F W6 asrrn‘] S8I(DLD

L1600T60) L8585 T6V & G UL eurmrry LDEDIME6D)6ITE FoMILD, LmLIQLITH6T
QeussorLmnmemevuilawind @&5ensw NflFFR GapliL@RME. LendEeud BITL g eTSE GUITY
QsMh&eH al@mLUlW QB LGSTSS HaTCaI6) LDMEUTHET QUL FINTVENWE @l 60TH.
2 LGer LUem&Gall BMLIgenrs PlelnE smMemunss § plilssnnss &l uersin
LI6T 60 QUL W ST LNeTeuBLDd LIML6VT6Y H6dTaMIULIGVITLD.

“LNeoTLISHC6v WeTMIL|LD GLIEUOTIT THBITL(BH

[HE0OT LIS QI Fa6m& HEGLWD” - (LML QUIT. Qéu. LoT. 39)
GTEOTMID GMILILIGSETITEL @ WeLLITE: G UallCe) FaaHeTm G&TL LM HTL 96T b6 &HmS),
% PSS IMEL LIsGeNGC Fnalalems LD @G 2 60T &S0,
6l 6 I & 6iT

allevmi@sefley Flov audlinnsEs e urulear gamel § BIGSD ST (B G&nlser
efeor  BLOINGTT. @M Sal SHWeNS &HIUG By BIOSSOMEWD, BT
WGSTGOLLgE § BlIGsInTHaD, &mHSLULKSMS. WmeT aeldl(Bhal @ LI0TSHE
QFSNID, QLIOMBHS UIDTHEF QFLMSGNID WenmCW baralltss & BlIilsss
GMHETTHS  SHHSLLLLET. LT &SH6T (WHSMSCWT &SHTHamerCm SHwells
Q&METERHeMeV nemLp I BIOGHE GMIWUMEL LLPHISTSH U 0&SHEHLD HLLiler.
Uk s @evsKHwnsefley BINSGSHD Samib eaasulley Levellenwl LmnCu
HGE&HWMHE SmaoTliL(&Sma. Lol &G QLSMSUID, AHT edlemiu]n
Q& TeoT () HEOTENLN T eIDGHEM TS H(IHSIQU.
@ CeuMIDh 3L BN & @EBLD

QBEHMFWETEBLN AL SETISH 6T @6mmICHT  O&HET, UUFHWT
Gremeuuiley  Bermniledr SGeorseafley B 2 ((BGSHSemeuwd, WL GMSET  SieTerf]
alemerwimLmenwenwid §F BIOSGHOTHES samal]. STPUNGT Heor mealsHs s LM
2 MMUWMTENNENWLD, 2 fl&85600T eSS GClaUTITG6TI 2 (H&MemLDEmUIW|LD, LIS 8 856resr
W5 e&6eT Simm BleusHe afpaliensund GOILULINLG), @&&GM&H6TTL alHaUCH T
ST 2_6vor(h) 6T60TLITT. @) & 6M 60T,

“SLLIUmeL 2_enmwm Galuidleév e 6ot

DL &8 6007 GFTIHLD 6U(IH6UG G TedT Mi6vor(h

2_ MM Gl6U6TITQ UUTL 2 (H& T 2_(H(&SLD

LOSMS STLIT eUIH6UG S TedT MI6vor(hH

HITEOT(LR 6M6V WIMWILD H(HMIG L] BeoTnImI(G

L0 medT Lo 6vor] €81 (LOLD 6 (1H6UQ & TedT MI6voT(H”

- (QLWEFERAWT GFenel, 2. enFLILUTL® nemL)

6TEOTERILD LML LGS HeT& QG erflaymissin.
OTHST

LIM6M 6U & 6T a6V kI & S 6T (PSSl Weumenm 19 LILI6mL WIS Q& mevor(h)
BeoTenl 101G & MIGEHLD, & BlL& S HISEHI0 G5 mermlwier CLMLEe DMHHEMT QUMMM
BIOGSBIGET 6TRHSHET. FH(IHLOGOTIOMTET SHINMBIGICUT 2606VS &H60Teo 1Ll Q\LI6uoT G6uoTT
PIeEGLEMNS ghHa@meald bBBIOGHINTHES SOHSULLLI. LMD, FhISH
@eVEARWBIGE MTHST THFLILLM6, SeUFHID aIIMmealld QFmMaIUD eSS
BlIGHLD &Tesnib 0L SmeorILILellsuemev. IDMHST CLIGLD @ WMemnsulmeT GLFTF emerGu
B60T6ol 101G &0 MEH S Q& TEITL 60T @) &H6menT ‘B &Fmev aflfl&F&)’ eTedTLIT.
& 6uTeY

UBSOIWLT, Heataume) ST &HMusHCH BHeTennu|ld Fenujb ellemerulld eTeTm
HMHHTT. @55 Heotalledr Liwener AMaNs@GD ST BT @6TMID &H&HMTVESCH
@QBBHSSTHE FILUHSTISH) IQWTTHEG HELEVTIHENTWTEL AUMIUIEVITLD. & 600T600TH
ST HeOTL. Hemenalsd CHuUBHUWILLD 2 mIs5s LUGHCW SHaTTHHMID 2 MIs5sH HTens.
DL EHOVG HTMSUNL GHTEUEVET LOMLEV6dTL (WD, QULPSHEGenTEHTenSUN6D LIMeooTLq U 6o
emeoredl &6t CHMLSIUIlL(LDLD &MT6dT 85600TL B 88560T6M6UE T MIGOTT.
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GFmLpe6oT GETLNMHMS S5 S GHF W FeierfleueTelemenLl L& LDHS Um@ILD
CHMTaLTHILPTT, aIeTAISIL U LIM&SaITHT $H&H&H6TmaIE GHetoT(h 26T HLl0&HEG QIIHLD
Femln CHMTEREG HBIGHUWIMGBHES QFUSH WL LMBITmHMIL LML 6TMI6) Jnmiel].
@MBIBIETD, &HETeYSHET aHIHETV BIHLFRHMETE GMEHGWD G)UICUL|ELUIGT 6T6Tml
LeooT(M QST CL L0&H&H6T &HHB6ry. Lievoreml Wl Grminmeoflil BTLIQC &Z@edlWiev &
Q&EMLLILMSNHG (WETCT ISjeusiemL L enerell &HeVLLTeflm 8866 s6T &6voT(h
ST Sevoralen el QeueflF QFeNg HOHHSHTHES Famall. LNNH&sTsESIN QWI&Es
BTL(MS GUUTHS Foeall WUTSETD OBGHET HINHGE C&HTmMWT FTe| GH(HLD
GTEOTDl (PETETBLOGUI 60T EPEUINTE MBS S BILGMILLUL LSs56H55H60 GNlss)
MEUSH BHSTILD.
2e1p 1§ & BHLOLN& S

FRIGHMV D&H&HET 2a1DISEH BIOLNGNS 2 el Welyns eleThIS6rT. @) e6mneor
SOMBIGMIBTMI LITL 6V Q& meoor(h) MILIGVTLD. H6M6eVINGH6T 2 L 6T CLITHIW aulll Sj6l6T @)6Temin
BleneTh & @IBISRS STl "@) & 26T &ITT6orNNg HLHCHMIUIS" eT6oTH MTET.

“LI6u2erLp BlemeoT LILIsmILD 56V G 6V 60T MI2emLp

el (60T LI 60T SHITEmET SHITLIL” - (83Ml., LIT.374)

"Leupenm TMUBSTIN @Fs 2 Ler CUMHEG [Hevey (WemmMGU L&D 66T
erevoreont], LSerfl GUMETM eUEdEMWDW LU  SHSTemeTemlll GLITETMEUETT &Teuey Qi
WYSSHGHIW BeTld @eVevTEH FnlbHemeV|60)LUIGUATITET 6T6dT LOSK6T (& MhIEGS6TTa0n
LUsBSOIWLILLTES STLLE &b CUTUleTTer. aleT ey @HHeUTM eTedTGeur!”
6Te0TSH ST 2 MIHHITET. LIUDETLD 6T6OTLISI LIV (LN 6TEOTELD 6V 6T60TMN 26D 6T60TM S
TH6VGVEOT GTEOTN DEM6H) LD UL 6T)L_UIGU6EOT 0T G\ &F U160 & 86T 6T60T6 LD QLIMIB6TLI(HLD.

WG ey

FRS QeERWMESGHET STLEWL  Sw  BIOISSHISET  eerUemel  Qeumild
PLOLBLDLINGHem&HEHET 6V6V; LDMMITSH, M6l FMhis &MV LN6fl&H6T @UIMeNSHEMU 6TeUAIETE)
SLLPINME 2 MM CHTEHREOTTET 6TedT LIS METET UFVTHMEF FIeTMIGTMTGLD. auFell(hH G
GUIMUSSIGHET, IDJETHIGET WMHMID CUTIEHESHTS CHMevalsGenaTl] LImeneusefler &6y,
Lievedluder e6d, GameTserfledr LDMMILIL L Blemey WMHMID @UMHenN&E FMHMMBIGET eLN6EVLDTS
S|QUTHET (PETFaL IQGBU  SHeoolISSleTaTeTy 6TeTLmMS @QbHS Ule] LeliL®h&SSIRmS.
@aQassFflGams BIOGSHGET 6aTLme, LelGHar SHHETEHSHE Q& TETeUSMEH TS
QUMmens aUPBIRW aFFflHames FlLildamehseTTa:eal (Warning signals) FhisGE FepGE 5 M60
UMTSsLIUL(B6TemeT. &F(hhI&SHFaler, FheE @esSHwnisefley uullerm el Hu
BIOGHBIGET, Temnml D6l l&G6T THISHMTVS SHTLMIGENET 6THTOHTETT 6V6VS!
SAIGESL LWeaTUGSHW @ LUMSHSTLL 2 S$HWUMGLD. @eueumiiedeT epeild, FhisHs
SUALPFleT QLSS &6V GLOEVITETITEMLNEMLILD, @UMEM&ECWT(H S|eUFTSH6T Q& T6uoTIq (HHS
2 emeflwev FH W meor Llemevor LiemLiW|LD Q&erfleurmss il (PSBmS.
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