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Abstract  
 The Tamils of the Sangam era were a people who lived in close observation of the 
power of nature and its various signals. They held a profound belief in "evil omens" (or 
‘dunnimithams’) - signs that served to forewarn them of impending catastrophes, battlefield 
defeats, deaths, and separations within the context of their daily domestic and public lives. 
The primary objective of this paper is to examine how this concept has been documented 
within Sangam literature. 
 This study identifies the warning omens featured in the Sangam literary anthologies, 
‘Ettuthogai’ and ‘Pathupattu’. It specifically examines how the movements of animals and 
birds, the chirping of lizards, planetary alignments, dreams, and natural calamities were 
perceived as warning signals of impending misfortunes. This study demonstrates that the 
people of the Sangam era, rather than dismissing these warnings merely as superstitions, 
utilized them as a protective strategy to safeguard themselves against potential dangers. In 
conclusion, this article sheds light on the nature-centric psychological life of the Sangam 
Tamils, as well as their strategies for managing times of grave peril.  
Keywords: 
 Sangam Literature, Evil Omens, Portents of Misfortune, Warnings, Natural Signals, 
Way of Life. 
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